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CHAPTER  XV
AUGUSTINE   AND   PELAGIUS
IF it was a singular advantage to the Christian Church to have such a man as Augustine at hand to meet the Donatist schism and the Pelagian heresy, it was, nevertheless, a peculiar mischance for Augustine himself that he had to confront those hostile movements in his later years. One is tempted sometimes to wonder how different the structure of Christian theology might have been, if Augustine had faced those systems in his earlier sacerdotal years, when his strong human sympathy still found something lovable in the city of men, and the gentle charm of the better Neo-Platonist ideas still lingered about his thoughts. Twenty years of episcopal experience had completed the transfer of his affection and his sympathy to the higher world. He had learned to trample on the consciences of his fellows for the sake of what now seemed to him a higher interest.
